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1. Planning a Digital Story Using a Storyboard. 

Begin by watching this video on how to create a digital story.  

Then write a script for the beginning, middle and end of your story. 

        This is the time to re-draft your narrative. Ensure each sentence is powerfully supported in a visual way; this could be with a photo, a video clip, a drawing, an animation or a screen recording using an application such as Second Life, Minecraft, Jellycam or another program.

        You could create your Storyboard using MSWord, Comic Life, Storyboard That (an online storyboarding tool), or use one of the prepared templates below: 
        Storyboard template 1 (MSWord) 
        Storyboard template 2 (PowerPoint) 
        Storyboard template 3 (MSWord) 

        Include as much detail as possible in your storyboard. 

       Remember to include camera directions (e.g., Close Up, Long Shot, etc. See here & here for the terminology). 



2. Gathering and Organising your Digital Media.

     Understanding Copyright Issues.


        Create a "Digital Storytelling" folder, which includes three new folders for images, videos and sounds.

        Start creating and collecting your media files to accompany your story. 

        Have your storyboard open and name your files so that you can recognise them easily.

        You may only use copyright free media in the public domain OR media which you have created yourself.

        To understand more about copyright issues, have a look at this video. 

        The following sites all provide digital resources which are freely available for use.

        Check them out and use them to collect the resources you need for your story:


        Images:

        · Image Source

        · Getty images

        · Free range

        · Stock vault

        · Free Digital Photos

        · Flickr

        · Morguefile

        · iStock

        · Copyright free images

        · Free images


        Film clips & video:

        · creative.bfi.org.uk/titles

        Splice some rare archive black-and-white into your project

        · video.google.com/nara.html

        Everything from marines raising the US flag over Iwo Jima to footage of Nasa test rockets

        · channel4.com/fourdocs/rush

        Heaps of free documentary footage

        · open2.net/creativearchive/azlisting.html

        How about an aerial shot of cooling towers? Or lorries being x-rayed at customs?

        · teachers.tv/video

        Need a doctor's explanation of particle physics? This is the place

        · spacetelescope.org/videos

        Does your sci-fi epic lack shots of Andromeda or black holes?

        · archive.org/details/prelinger

        · Movie archive

        · Stock footage

        · Neo's Clip Archive

        · Screen recorder


        Audio (music and sound effects):

        · Freestock music

        · Free music archive

        · Sound cloud

        · Audiomicro

        · Audionautix

        · Freesound

        · Royalty free music

        · Magnatune

        · Opsound

        · Sound Bible

        · Audioblocks

        · FreeSFX

        · Soungle

        · Audio network

        · Partners in Rhyme


        Once you have gathered all your media files, you can start creating.


3.  Selecting the Software to Tell your Story.


            Before you begin to create your story, you need to choose which software you will use.
            
            Web 2.0 tools:
            
            PechaKucha
            Examples on the website

            Glogster 
            Example: Kyle's High School Video
            Your educator code: 76A6BA

            Yodio
            Example: The Difficulty with Transition

            Zooburst
            Example: Trip to Egypt

            Creaza
            Link to hometown project

            Digital Films
            Example: The Giant Chicken

            Scratch
            Example: Graystripe I Will be Here

            Meograph

            GoAnimate
            Example: Changes

            Prezi
            Example: Digital Storytelling

            Voicethread


            My StoryMaker
            Acmi
            Zeega
      


4. Creating your Digital Story.


Ensure you have all the elements you need:
        
        Voiceover

        Images and video

        Music and sound effects.

        Decide on which software you will use to create your digital story.

        The finished product should be between 3 to 8 minutes long.
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